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This volume is intended as a revision of my A Student's
History of Education, although it has been largely re-writ-
ten and considerably expanded. Many changes have
taken place during the score of years since that textbook
was first published. In the course of time, much new
material is bound to be discovered, and one's point of
view is likely to shift. As a natural result, this presenta-
tion of a past generation has had to be re-proportioned
and brought into line with more recent experience and
investigation*
Nevertheless, my approach to the subject in general
remains the same. As before, I have sought to stress
educational institutions awl practices, rather than theories
that did not find actual embodiment in the times. Like-
wise the development of education during the past three
centuries, especially in America, has been detailed at the
expense of much that might prove attractive and interest-
ing to the general reader, but far less stimulating and
fruitful for thcfse intending to become teachers in the
United States about the middle of the twentieth century.
I have found it as difficult as ever to curtail the attrac-
tive period of Hellenic activity and the fascinating stories
of monastieism a^d chivalry, and the necessary conden-
sation, in the case of Plato and Aristotle, Abelard and
Aquinas, Montaigne and Mulcaster, still seems like an
affront to old friends* I have, however, undertaken the
4>art of the Spartan father, and have compressed the
.account of all educational endeavor before the last three
centuries within the space of two-fifths of the book. I